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HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION. 


[Concluded from page 104.} 


Cases, however, have occurred, 
when it was necessary that the 
witnesses should see the prisoner, 
in order to ascertain his »ersonal 
identity. But even in these cases, 
the business has been so conducted, 
that the prisoner was never able 
to discover who the witnesses were. 
The usual method has been to in- 
troduce the prisoner into the com- 
pany of several other persons in 
the same dress with himself, and 
to permit the informer, or the wit- 
nesses, to inspect the whole party, 
through a small opening, or crevice 
in the door. And though it has 
sometimes happened that they 
have mistaken the guilty individual 
and made a wrong choice, even 
after repeated trials, yet such is 
the nature of these courts, and so 
necessary is it that informations, 
of whatever description, should be 
communicated, that those false 
accusers, and deliberate and 
jured destroyers of the innocent 
and unwary, have been allowed to 
escape with little more than a very 
gentle rebuke. 

It is no unfrequent occurrence, 
that while the prisoner refuses to 
confess,and remains in his dungeon, 
the inquisitor affects to be displeas- 
ed with his obstinacy, and con- 
demns him tothe torture. But first 


of all, attempts are made to fright- 
en him in various ways. The 
instruments of torture are shewn 
him at a distance. He is led, by 
many windings, and through a 
succession of doors, into a large 
room, feebly lighted, where the 
executioner is pointed out to him, 
covered with a black linen garment 
which reaches down to his feet, 
and having a long cowl of the 
same colour drawn over his head 
and face. This extraerdinary 
figure carries in his hand an iron 
collar, or a whip, or some other 
instrument of torture, and he ap- 
pears to stare in solemn stillness at 
the prisoner, through two small 
openings, which are made for that 
purpote inthe cowl. ‘ All this,’” 
says Gonsalvius, ‘¢is intended to 
strike the miserable wretch wiih 
greater terror, when he sees himself 
about to be tortured by the hands 
of one, whose appearance is 60 
frightful, 

The degrees of tortute formerly. 
in use were fivein number. They 
were inflicted in succession, and 
have been described at length by 
Julius Clarus. 1. ‘The threatening 
of the torture. @% The steps 
taken when conducting the ot 
er to the place of torture. §. The 
torture by stripping and bisdinn. 
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4. Elevation upon the rack or pul- 
ley. 5. Squassation, or the sud- 
den precipitation, and sudden sus- 
pension of the body. To these 
may be added the iron slipper, the 
colt, er wooden horse, the thumb- 
screws, and various others. The 
measure of the severity 1s indicat- 
ed by the terms in which the or- 
ders of the inquisitors are express- 
ed. If it is said, ‘let the prison- 
er be interrogated by torture,” he 
is merely hoisted up upon the rope, 
but does not undergo the squassa- 
tion. Ifthe order beara, ‘* let him 
be tortured,”” he must undergo the 
squassation once, being Grst inter- 
rogated as he is hanging upon 
the cord and engine. If it is said 
‘Jet him be well tortured,’’ he 
must suffer two squassations. If 
the expression is, ‘let him be se- 
verely tortured,” it is understood 
of three squassations, inflicted at 
three different times within the 
space of an hour. If, ‘very se- 
verely,”’ it must be done with 
twisting, and weights suspended 
from the feet of the prisoner; and 
if very severely, even unto death,” 
oN the prisoner’s life is in immediate 
$ danger. Should the prisoner, 
through the weakness of buman 
Nature, or the extremity of the 
suffering, be forced to confess, 
his confession is instantly taken 
down by the notary ; and if he 
adheres to it at his next examina- 
tion, which commonly takes place 
in twenty-four hours after the in- 
fliction of the torture, and, at the 
same time acknowledges his guilt, 
he is condemned, it is true, as a 
hetgtic upon his own confession, 
but Is represented as penitent, and 
: restored to the bosom of the 
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church ; though not without un- 
dergoing certain punishments, 
more or less severe, and certain 
painful varieties of penance. But 
should he either retract his con. 
fession, or persist in his heresy, he 
is delivered over to the secular 
power, and is burnt alive at the 
next auto da fe. 

The punishments inflicted by 
the Inquisition may be regarded 
as of two sorts, punishments not 
issuing in death and punishments 
which have that issue. Under the 
first of these heads are compre- 
hended the ecclesiastical punish. 
ments, such as penance, excommu. 
nication, interdict, and the depri. 
vation of clerical offices and digni- 
ties ; and under this head, too, 
are included the confiscation of 
goods, the disinheriting of children; 
for no child, theugh himself a 
Catholic, can inherit the property 
of a father dying in heresy ; the 
loss of all right to obedience on 
the part of kings and other feudal 
superiors, and a corresponding loss 
of right to the fulfilment of oaths 
and obligations, on the part of 
subjects ; imprisonment -in monas- 
tezvies or in jails, whipping, the 
gallies, and the bann of tbe empire, 
or diffidation, Under the second 
head, or that of punishments issu- 
ing in death, there are only two 
instances, viz. strangling at the 
stake, and death by fre. These 
instances may easily be compre- 
bended in a short account of the 
auto da fe. For the severity of the 
latter class of punishments, Siman- 
cas gives what is called by Lim- 
borch, ‘*a merry reason,’ % We 


must not contend with heretics,’’ 


says he, * by Scripture, as by that 
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our victory will be uncertain and 
doubtful.’ Cathol. Lnstit. tit. 59. 
sect. il. 

In the procession of the auto da 
fe, the monks of the order of St. 
‘Dominic walk first. ‘These carry 
the standard of the Inquisition, 
beariug on the one side, the picture 
of Dominic himself, curiously 
wrought in needle-work, and on 
the other, the figure of the cross, 
between those of an olive branch 
and a naked sword, with the motto 
** justitia et misericordia.”’ Imme- 
diately after the Dominitians come 
tlie penitents, dressed in black 
coats, without sleeves, barefooted, 


! . ya , 3 - 4 A 
aud with Wak candles im tue 


hauds. Amoug these the princi- 
pal offenders wear the infamous 
habit called the sambenito. Next 
come the penitents, who have nar- 
rowly escaped the punishment of 
death ; and these have flames 
painted upon their garments or 
benitoes, but with the points of 
the flames turned downwards, im- 
porting that they have been saved, 
‘yet so as by fire.” Next come 
the negative, and the relapsed, the 
wretches who are doomed to the 
stake ; these also have flatnes upon 
their habits, but pointing upward. 
After the negative and the relapsed 
come the guilty and impenitent, or 
those who have been convicted of 
heresy, and who persist in it ; and 
these, besides the flames pointing 
upwards, have their picture (drawn 
for that purpose a few days before) 
upon their breasts, with dogs, ser- 
pents, and devils, all with open 
mouths, painted about it.”” This 
part of the procession is closed by 
a number of individuals earrying 
the figures of those who have died 
in heresy, or large chests, painted 
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black, and marked with serpents 
and devils, containing their bones 
dug out of the grave, in order that 
they may be reduced to ashes.— 
A troop of familiars on horseback 
follow the prisoners; and after 
these come the subordinate inqut- 
siturs, and other functionaries of 
the Holy Office, upon mules ; and 
last of all, comes the Inquisitor 
General himself, in a rich dress, 
mounted upon a white horse, and 
attended by all the nobility who 
are not employed as familiars in 
the procession. ‘fhe train moves 
slowly along, the great bell of the 
cathedral tolling. 

We hurry over the rest of this 
creadiul sceve. At the piace of 
execution, stakes are set up ac: 
cording to the number of the 
sufferers. They are usmally about 
twelve feet in height, and at the 
bottom of each there is placed a 
confiderable quantity of dry furze. 
The negative and the relapsed are 
first strangled at the stake, and 
afterwards burnt. The convicted 
and impenitent, or the professed, ae 
they are otherwise called, are 
burntalive. ‘To these, certain jes- 
uits who are appointed to attend 
them, address many exhortations, 
imploring them to be reconciled to 
the church of Rome, but common- 
ly without effect The executioner 
therefore ascends, and turns the 
prisoners off frem the ladder, upon 
a smal! board fastened to the stake, 
within halfa yard of the top ; and 
the jesuits having declared, ‘that 
they leave them to the devil, who 
is standing at their elbow,” to 
receive their souls as soon as they 
have quitted their bodies, a great 
shout is raised, and the whole 
multitude unite in crying, ‘‘ let the 
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dogs’ beard’s be trimmed, let the 
dogs’ beard’s be trimmed.”’ This 
is done by thrusting framing furze, 
tied to the end of a long pole, 
against their faces 5 and the pro- 
cess is often continued till the 
features of the prisoners are all 
wasted away, and,they can no 
tonger be known by their looks. — 
‘The furze at the bottom of the 
stake is then set on fire ; but as 
theisufferers are raised to the height 
of ten feet above the ground, the 
flame seidom reaches beyond their 
knees, so that they are really roast- 
ec, and not burnt to death. This 
most lamentable spectacle, is beheld 
by people of both sexes, and of all 


— 
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ages, with the utmost demonstra- 
tions of joy,—a bull feast or a 
farce, being dull entertainments 
compared with an auto da fe. 

In finishing the account which 
we meant to give of the Inguisition, 
it is distressing to state, that this 
most detestable tribunal, after 
having been abolished in Spain, by 


the orders of Napoleon, was 
restored under Ferdinand VII. 
surnamed ‘**ithe beloved.’? The 


rder for the restoration of the 
Holy Office, was dated at Madrid, 
on the 2Ist of July, 1814, and 
bears the signature of “I the 
King.”’—£ncy. 
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VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE, 


WE have received the proceedings 
of the Christian Conference, held at 
the Cypress Chapel in Nansemond 
county, Virginia, with an acldress 
written by order of said conference, to 
the Elders and brethren in the United 
States, from which we make tlie fol- 
lowing copious extracts. 

The Conference having met, the 
names of the members present were 
recorded, which were as follows, viz. 
: Eiders, Burwell Barrett, Joshua Live- 

say, Nataaniel P. Tatem, Mills Bar- 

! rett, dames Warren, John Livegay, 
eS: Francis Williamson, and Nelson Mil- 
ae lar—And Lay Members, viz. John 
: Slarrotd, Thomas Halloway, Stephen 
ae Smith, Abraham Marrold, Harred 
®urt, and John Copeland. 

Afier the names of the members 
present were recorded 
Ast Millis Barrett, was chosen Speaker, 
and 

Nelson Millar, Scribe * 

The Conference being organized, 
it was asked : 

lat. Shail Pastors be nominated to 
the different Churches where conve- 
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*Acts, 15th chapter. 
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nient ? It was agreed they should.— 
The following Elders were then re- 
commended to the Pastoral care of 
the Churches opposite their respec- 
tive names : 

ELDERS. CHURCHES, 
Nathaniel P. Tatem, Providenee and 
Craney-Island. 
Bear Quarter and 

Deep Creek. 
Mills Barrett, Wiils’s, Lebanon, 
and the Republican Chapel. 
Burwell Barrett,  Joyner’s Barrett’e 
and Halloway’s. 
John Livesay, Cypress. 
Francis Williamson, Bethel and Holy 
Neck. 

2d. It was agreed that the Deacons 
appointed by each individual Church, 
shall make an annual return to the 
yearly Conference, ofthe monies in 
their hands, and of the number of 
lay members attached to the churches 
over which they preside. 

3d. It was agreed that it shall be 
the duty of the Pastors, to collect the 
Preachers together, assembled at the 
Quarterly Meetings of their respective 
churches to consult on the best meth- 
ed of conducting the preaching. 


Joshua Livesay, 
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4th. It was agreed that the Friday 
before the last Sunday in Gctober, in 
every year shall be an annual time 
for the commencement of the Union 
Méeting and the sitting of the Con- 
ference. . 

Sth. It'was agreed that the next 
Union Meeting be held at Barrett’s 
Meeting House, in the county of 
Southampton, Va. " 

6th. It was agreed that the pro- 
ceedings of this Conference: be print- 
ed and a circular address be written 
to the Elders and Brethren iw the 
United States. 

7th. It was proposed that a com- 
mittee be appointed to write the cir- 
cular address, and attend to the 
printing of these proceedings—and 
Nathaniel P. Tatem and Nelson Millar 
were chosen. 

8th. It was then asked, shall the 
Conference adjourn? It waseagreed 
that it adjourn until the Friday be- 
fore the last Sunday in October, 1820. 

Miziis BARRETT, Speaker. 
NELSON Miuuar, Serie. 


[After some preliminary remarks 
they observe] that not long after the 
Christian Church first originated ia 
the New England States, they foliow- 
ed the example of their brethen in the 
North, and taid the foundation of the 
Christian Society in Virginia: and it 
is founced upon the most liberal plan, 
allowing to each individual a freedom 
of sentiment. 
the various Conferences, almost unan- 
imously—Ist.. that the name cuHuris- 
TIAN, be taken as our only appella- 
tion, because the disciples were first 
called Christians, at Antioch, Acts 11, 
20—a name, we think, given by God ; 


Isaiah, Ixii. 2—and refused that of 


Gallilean and Nazareens. That 
Christian was-the only name the dis- 
ciples acknowledged, we believe to 
be an.undoubted fact: hence the 
apostle observes, if any man suffer as 
a Christian, let him not be ashamed— 
but let him glorify God, on this be- 
half. Agrippacalled them Christians, 
Acts xxvi. 28—and James, observes, 
do they not’ blaspheme that worthy 
mame, by the which ye are called, 
james, i. 7%, 
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2d. That the scriptures be taken 
as our only book of discipline ; be- 
cause if we were to form one, we 
should probably err, and incur the 
curses mentioned in. Rev. xxii. 18, 
against those who add to, or diminish 
the huly bible : And as the scriptures 
are an infallible rule piven by inspira- 
tion ef God, and are profitable for 
doctrine for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, 2 
Tim. iii. 16, we consider them amply 
sufficient. 

3d. That the opinions ofa brother 
should not bea sufficient reason for 


the Church to reyect him, prowine? 


his sentiments did not endanger the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity, 
Rom. xiv—hence, some are Socinians 
and ethers T'rinitarians, in sentiment, 
yet the utmost harmony prevails ; 
and each ene observes the ordinances 
agreeably to his own judgment. 

4h. That the Lord’s Table, be 
free for all the followers ot Clirist ; 
and that those who love the Lord 
Jesus, may partake of the bread and 


wine, and receive the ordinance of 


baptism, without being considered as 
members of our oburch in particular, 
and that the brethren use their u 
most endeavors to-encrease love and 
peace. 

Sth. Thatevery one shall lay up ic 
store, as God hath prospered him, 
and by si:bscription contribute to the 
support of those who labor in word 
and doctrine. 

Sih. That the foilowing shell be 
the order of time and places, for hold 
ing the Quarterly Meetings: 

At Providence, in Nastoik county, 
the second Saturday and Sunday i 
March, June, September and Decein- 
ber. 

At Wills’s in Isie of Wight com Y 
the first Saturday and Sunday in Ap: 
July, October aud Janvary. 

At Holy Neck, in Nanseiwnond oo 
ty, the third Saturday and Suaday 
May, August, Noveraber and Februa 
ry. 

At Barrett’s,.in Southampton covr 
ty, the 4th Saturday and Suneay ; 
May, August, November and: Feb: ua 
ry; and 

At the Cypress Chap |, ithe cour, 
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ty of Nansemond, to commence the 
Saturday before the fifth Sunday in 
every raonth that has five Sundays ; 
and at the Quarterly Meetings, the 
Lord’s Supper to be generally admin- 
istered. 

=—=s 


Txe following .s the above alluded to 


ADDRESS. 


Elders and Brethren, 


ALTHOUGH We feel ourselves inad- 
equate to the important task the 
Conference has conferred upon us, 
yet, we are willing to use our feeble 
efiurts in obedience to our Brethren ; 
and though we are conscious of the 
want of that eloquence which is ne- 
cessary to render this address pleasing 
lo the scientific character, yet we 
trust we shall net be charged with 
impure motives, or a lack of sincerity 
in what we write; and should we in- 
culcate error, and do an injury to 
christianity, or wound the feelings of 
a servant of Jesus, our sorrow in such 
an event shall be consoled by reflect- 
ing on the purity of our motives. 

We will then advert to the impor- 
tance of that religion you have em- 
braced, and point out some of the 
necessary Means fer its promotion.— 
Christianity is one of the greatest 
biessings ai indulgent God has ever 
bestowed upon man; it saves him 
from all the consequenses resulting 
from the indulgence of sin; it puts a 
speecy end to the confiicts of a guilty 
conscience, that are so injurious to the 
peace and weliare of the man, and 
fills tits sonl with heavenly love, so 
that he is enabled to indulge the fond 
hopes of smmortality. The holy 
spirit that courses through the ran- 
sumed powers of his seul, enables bim 
to know that his Redeemer liveth, 
anc that he shall stand upon the 
earth at the latter day, and though 
after his skin, worms destroy his body, 
,etin his. flesh shall he see God ; 
whom he shall see for himself, and 
not another, though his reins be 
consumed within bim: And being 
obedient to the heavenly command, 
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he “ ceases to do evil and learns to do 
well;” and in proportion as he loves 
God with his whole heart, it teaches 
him to love his neighbor as himself— 
for Christianity has come as the angel 
of light, its voice speaks “ peace on 
earth and good will towards man.”— 
it sanclions no senseless rites and 
ceremonies, that have gained an im. 
posing priesthood, a godlike revere 
ence. It calls not for the expirin 
bellows of the ox upon the altar— 
not for incense to perfume the air— 
but for the “ offering up of our souls 
and our bodies, a willing sacrifice, 
holy and aeceptable, which is our 
reasonable service ;”’ nor does it ask 
more of “thee, O man! than toe do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbl 
before the Lord.” And in doing this 
he is “justified by faith, and has 
peace with God, througk our Lord 
Jesus Christ; and is enabled te re- 
joice in tribulation, because tribula- 
tion worketh patience—patience expe- 
tience—experience hope—and hepe 
maketh not ashamed ; because the 
love of Ged is shed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost, that is given 
unto him.”? Hence he is enabled (to 
use the language of St. Paul, whichis 
expressive and sublime,) “to rejoice 
with joy unspeakable, and full of glo- 
ry.’ This you knew to be true when 
you exercised faith in the Son of Ged. 
And can a religion so necessary to 
your well being, and the happiness of 
your fellow men, lack for any thing 
on your part that will enable its 
‘“knowleze to cover the earth, as 
the waters cover the great deep?” 
We trust net, but that you are willing 
**to spend and be spent, for the name 
ef Jesus.” Then we will notice some 
of the necessary mzans for its promo- 
tion. 

The Elders should recollect that it 
is all important that the word be 
preached with plainness and perspicu- 
ity; in the delineation of scripture, 
you should have an eye towards the 
illiterate p.« i of your audience—for 
they have to depend principally in 
this way, for the acquirement of re- 
ligious knowledge, The deliverer of 
acemples and intricate discourse, 18 
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like one that “speaketh into the air’?— 
but when it is delivered with that 
plainness and simplicity, that charac- 
terises the scriptures, “ and there 
come in one that believes not, or one 
that is unlearned—he is convinced 
ef all—khe is judged of all, and 
thus are the secrets of his heart 
made manifest ; and so falling down 
on his face, he will worship God, and 
report that God is in you of a truth,” 
The Ministers of this divine religion 
have an important task to perferm. 
Thousands look up te them for in- 
struction ; they are regarded as the 
shepherds of the flock, whose coun- 
cils are according to divine truth— 
and an obedience to which, will guide 
them tothe folds above. How neces- 
sary then to read the scriptures with 
attention, and govern yourselves both 
in preaching and conversation accor- 
dingly. We are aware of the diffi- 
culties that attend the ministration of 
the word; that the preachers have to 
suffer many privations—that they are 
oftimes compelled to leave their fam- 
ilies and wander on unfriendly ground, 
exposed tothe derision of the igno- 
rant, and not urfrequently without a 
shelter from the inclemency of the 
weather, and food to satiate their 
hunger; yet aglorious “ dispensation 
of the gospel is committed to them, 
and wo be unto them, if they preach 
itnot !” Under such trials, brethren, 
let the language of St. Paul create in 
your breasts a manly fortitude; he 
tells you— the sufferings of this pre- 
sent world are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be re- 
vealed in us.” We deem it then of 
the first importance, that the gospel 
be preached with plainness, with spir- 
it, and with power: and in accom- 
plishing this, all should recollect that 
they are materially concerned,— 
though they do not enjoy the privil- 
ege of preaching, vet something may 
be done for the furtherance of the 
fause ; every one can address a throne 
of grace for the prosperity of Zion, 
because “ the effectual fervent prayers 
of the righteous, availeth much.”— 
Under a deep sense then of ihe majes- 
ty of Heaven, and your own unworthi- 
Ress, approach the God of Ehjah, and 
‘hift up holy hands without wrath ec 
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doubting”’—for * his eves are over the 
righteous, and his ears ever open to 
their prayers.” 

We cannot but call your attention 
towarcs the temporal affairs of the 
Church, as highly necessary to cause 
the increase of the Saviour’s King- 
dom ; and this cannot be done pro- 
perly without a strict attention to the 
Conferences of our Annual Meetings. 
Although we should be loth to think 
otherwise than that each assembly is 
a distinct church, capable of transact- 
ing its own business, yet, there is 
business that concerns us all collect- 
ively, and this cannot be done with- 
out the churches assemble at our 
Union Meetings ; these meetings are 
a centre of union to the churches in 
the circuit. And in transacting the 
affairs of the church in these’ confer- 
ences, you should have an eye towards 
one important characteristic of the 
Christian Church,—a freedom of sen- 
timent. We deem it unbecoming the 
disciple of Christ, to devise any rule 
for the binding of his brother ; be- 
cause we are all Christ’s free men.— 
The scriptures are an ample and suf- 
ficient rule of faith and practice—they 
contain every necessary instruction as 
to the governmental affairs of the 
church ; therefore, we consider it im- 
proper to form any articles of faith, 
or book of discipline,. We are confi- 
dent that all true Christians believe 
alike in the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, that ‘* there is one God, 
of whom are all things, and we of 
him, and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are ail things, and we by him ;” 

and that except we be converted, and 
become as little children, we can in 
no wise enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” We are aware that differ- 
ent constructions may be placed upon 
the sacred text, but articles of faith 
would not prevent it, for if that book 
which is given by inspiration, may be 
construed by a fertile genius to mean 
almost any thing, that a book, the re- 
sult of man’s invention, would un- 
doubtedly meet with the same fate. 
Therefore, to put a final stop to this 
diversity of sentiment that prevails, 
we must forbid men’s thinking, which 
would be a state of episcopal slavery 
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too intolerable to be borne ; nor could 
this be done without the election of 
an ecclesiastical ruler in the Church, 
the baleful consequences of which 
have been too long a cause of sorrow. 

We believe that the government 
rests upon the shoulders of one who 
is able to bear it—who isthe “ great 
shepherd and bishop of souls,’ and 
who has forbidden us in the strictest 
manner to call any man master, be- 
cause We have one in heaven, even 
God—and all we are brethren. While 
we caution you against the evils that 
may result from an abuse of our con- 
ferences, we solicit your attention to 
things so essentially necessery, that 
we Cannot expect to prosper without 
them ; we mean the appointment of 
the preachers to the care of those 
churches you believe them adequate 
to attend, They will generally feel a 
pleasure in complying, for they cher- 
ish the fond belief, that their brethren 
are governed by the purest motives, 
and would disdain the thought of any 
design upon their personal interests. 
And you should recollect that in hav- 
ing an eye towards the labor they are 
engaged in, itis your duty to devise 
such means for their remunezation as 
the exigency ofthe times wi!! admit, 
and their circumstances require. It 
cannot be expected that they should 
labor for nought ; many have families 
who are dependent on them for a 
daily subsistence—and were you to 
apply the case to yourselves; you 
would find it a matter of impossibility 
to do the cause that justice it re- 
quires at your hands and attend to 
your temporal affairs: therefore, 
those “ who preach the gospel, should 
live by the gospel”—because the ‘' la- 
borer is worthy of his hire.”—And for 
this laudable purpose let every one 
“lay up in store as God has prosper- 
ed him,” against the usual time for 
the collection, and if possible, be like 
the ‘‘ Macedonians, a year before 
hand.” 

[tis net our design that ministers 
should get rich by the gospel—we are 
aware of the evils this has produced 
in society ; for when their salaries 
shall enable them to bask in the sun- 
shine of wealih and juxury, it will be 


an inducement for all deseriptions of 
people who can make any pretensions 
to eloquence, to feign themselves 
ministers, that they may lead an in. 
glorious life, and feed upon the lib. 
erality ef the Church. And wealth 
acquired in this way, and by these 
characters, is most generally convert. 
ed into an instrument of despotism 
and barbarity, that has blown the 
flames of inquisition, and extended 
the catalogue of suffering martyrs.— 
But such pecuniary aid from the 
Church is indispensably necessary,ias 
will enable them tobe engaged with 
freedom, and without any apprehen- 
sion for the well being of their fami- 
lies; and for this they look to you, 
and it should be considered as your 
pleasing task to afford it. Can you 
pretend to any love to God, his faith- 
tul servants, or any desire for the dif- 
fusion of religious Knowledge, while 
you withhold those necessary means 
in your power, for its promotion? And 
would it not discover a greater love 
for money, than for the gospel and 
the salvation of your fellow-men, te 
refuse your pecuniary aid? 

While we address you on these 
important points, that concern the 
cause in which you are engaged, we 
will not forget those things that relate 
more particularly to your spiritual 
peace and welfare. An adherence to 
the ordinances of the Church, we 
cenceive to be a part of Christian 
duty—the first seems to afford Dut 
little controversy at the present time ; 
we are happy in saying, that most of 
the menibers belonging to our con- 
nexion, eat and drink emblematically 
ofthe body and blood of the Lord 
Jesus, which was broken and shed 
forthem ; and thus they “ shew forth 
his death till hecome.” This was the 
last request ef Jesus, when in the 
full prospect of his death, that if we 
would wish to keep his sufferings in 
remembrance, and refresh our minds 
with a knowledge of the anguish he 
experienced when his soul was made 
an offering for sin, “we must com- 
mune on his body and blood.” Ifthe 
keeping of those things He has com- 
maiided, is the only way of showing 
our loye to Him, the refusal te per 
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fom a golemn request, would be the 
basest hatred. But, while we have 
been united in sentiment respecting 
the above erdinance, we cannot but 
regret that some contention has aris- 
en with a few, respecting the latter ; 
yet from our granting a freedom of 
judgment, and expressing an anxiety 
that every one sheuld clear his own 
conscience, it has been no bar to 
Christian union. It is presumed, eve- 
ry one is in the pursuit of happiness, 
and that every good man will do the 
best he can to premete it. 

[Here after congratulating our 
brethren who may conscientiously dif- 
er in opinion and practice, on the un- 
interrupted security they enjoy from 
the censure of their brethren, &c. they 
proceed. | 

We would recommend to every one 
who is in the pursuit of truth, a strict 
perusal of the scriptures, with fervent 
prayer ; for it is dangerous to med- 
dle too much with human interpreta- 
tions, until the mind is well fortified 
against the assaults of man. The Bi- 
ble, if read with attention, will be its 
own interpreter—for if any text appear 
to be dark and mysterieas, by com* 
paring with others where the same 
phrase is used, we shall find its mean. 
ing. While we request you, brethren, 
to regard your Bibles as more pre- 
cious than “ gold, yea, than much 
fine gold,” we would inculcate a 
strict adherence to its moral precepts. 
The christian character is one of the 
most dignified in nature. It is regard- 
ed by the world with the utmost re- 
spect ; but to be a Christian is an im- 
portant peint—it is not enough that 
the report is in circulation you have 
been born of the Spirit; that you be- 
lieve in the son of God, but the reno- 
vation of your heart, and your posses- 
sion of faith are to show themselves 
in your werks: We know that that 
faith which works by love, and puri- 
fies the heart, is a lively faith, and 
therefore must have good works, be- 
cause faith without works is dead ; 
nor have we a good reason to believe 
you have passed from death unto life, 
any further than we see you love the 
brethren, for he that hateth his bro- 
ther abideth in death. We would 
enforce, then, the necessity of main- 
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tainine that character Jesus has con- 
ferred—let impressive seriousness 
dwell in your countenance—upright- 
ness mark your walk in life—modesty 
govern your conversation—and per- 
suasion rest upon yeur lips. How ne- 
cessary is it for you to have the same 
mind that was in Christ Jesus,—he 
tas passive and resigned amid suffer- 
ing; when reviled, he reviled not 
again, and sought not to do his own 
will, but the will of his Father that 
senthim. Can you say this is impos- 
sible, when you are told, that except 
you have the spirit of Christ, you are 
none of his, in all you do, have an eye 
towards your great Patron, fer the 
cause is either to prosper or be re- 
tarded by your conduct ; the eyes of 
the ungodly are turned upon you—ev- 
ery step you take is marked by their 
scrutiny—and by you they judge of 
the blesings of Christianity. If they 
find that you are meek and lowly of 
heart that your conversation is ac- 
cording to the gespel, and that you do 
unto others as you would that others 
sheuld do unto you, they will take 


cognizance that you have been with’ 


Jesus, and learned of him who “spake 
as never man spake”’—and Jearn to 
glorify your Heavenly Father. But 
should they see conduct the reverse, 
they would despise a religion that 
made its possessors no better; chris- 
tianity would be reproathedc, and 
Zion compelled to weep with his heav- 
enly pinions in the dust. Tread then 
in those flowery paths of peace your 
Saviour trod, whose effulgent rays 
shine brighter, and brighter unto the 
perfect day; he is your compassion- 
ate shepherd, hear then his voice, 
and follow him, he will lead you to 
fountains of living water where it 
flows, and with his soft and balmy 
hand, wipe away the tears of sorrow 
that trickle down your cheeks. But 
this cannot be done well without a 
strict attention to your meetings—it 
is where two or three are met togeth- 
er, that Jesus is to be found, and 
where his’ babes feed upon the sin- 
cere milk of the ‘word. Never let it 
be said that you despise the day of 
small things, and prefer staying at 
home to hearing a weak preacher ; 
there are none so wise but they 
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may be instructcd—and although 
the preacher cannot boast of wisdom, 
yet he may tell you some things you 
never knew : It is not unusual for the 
infant child to recail his father by one 
happy word, from wandering in the 
dangerous paths of vice and folly. 
And in your meetings let all things 
be done Gecently and in order, hav- 
ing always an eye towards the eternal 
world; for time is short, and we are 
hastening with rapid and encreasing 
steps towards the chambers of the 
dead—to mingle with the pale mem- 
bers of our society, who have long 
since finished their course, and be- 
come lonely inhabitants of the silent 
grave. 

While we congratulate you, breth- 
ren, on the happy religion you enjoy 
under the protection of a benign gov- 

snment, where your persons are se- 
cure from the tortures of bloor- 
thirsty persecution, and your proper- 
ty unmolested by the confiscations of 
a yoracious priesthood, unite your 
hearts and fervent prayers to Ged, 
in behalf ef those who are yielding 
themselves instruments to unright- 
eousness and entreat the God of power, 
that he would ‘‘ cause many to run 
to and fro,” that knowledge may be 
encreased to that degree, that Christ 
may have the heathen for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession. And for 
this end is Christ now working, and 
though to accomplish it, kings must 
fall and nations be swept away, as with 
the besom of destruction ;—yet his 
*‘ doctrine shall distil as the dew, as 
the small rain uponthe tender grass,” 
until **the kingdoms ef this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and his Christ.” 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true—whatsoever things are hon- 
est—whatsoever things are just— 
whatsoever things are pure—whatso- 
ever things are lovely—whatsoever 
things are of good report—if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, 
think on these things ; and may the 
God of Peace be with you. 

NATHANIEL P. Tate», 
NzLson MILLAR. 
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CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE 
WINDHAM, FEB. 21], 1820. 

A General Christian Conference 
of Elders and Brethren, was held 
in this town at the Burnham 
Meeting- House, so called, on the 
17ia, 1Sth and 19th inst. Much 
harmony prevailed duiing the con- 
ference among Elders and Brethren 
and it was truly a good season.— 
On Saturday the 20th—in the 
morning Elder Isaac Hall, preach. 
ed; in the afternoon Elder Ed. 
ward B. Rollins, to weeping as- 
semblies, and it might well be 
said to be no less than the house 
of God, and the gate of heaven. 

The Elders and Brethren wrote 
the following, to be published in 
the Christian Herald. 


The Elders and Brethren composing 
the Conference, send greeting, unte 
the Elders and breihren of the 
Churches scattered abroad, the 
following CIRCULAR, wish- 
ing grace, mercy and peace from 
Gop tHe FATHER, AND FROM 
THE Lorp Jesus CuaistT. 


Forasmuch as some who have 
gone out from ug, and others who 
have crept in unawares, have troub- 
led the brethren with words sub. 
verting their eouls, saying they 
ought to conform to customs and 
Jaws not commanded by Christ, or 
his apostles, nor precedented by 
the primitive Christian Churches, 
in Judea or among the Gentiles : 
it seemed good unto us being as- 
sembled with one accord, to re- 
commend to our brethren in the 
ministry to assemble themselves 
together, at such seasons and 
places, as they may think proper, 
and to declare to each other, the 
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things they have seen and heard, 
and set in order the things that are 
wanting among them as overseers 
of the flock of God. 

Furthermore as many Church- 
es have been planted and left by 
evangelizing preachers, which are 
now perishing through famine of 
the word—it likewise seemed good 
unto us to entreat the Elders to 
take heed not only to themselves, 
and a few with whom they dwell, 
but to aut the flock among them 3 
and when assembled together, to 
send chosen men, who are willing 
to hazard their lives in defence of 
the gospel, to visit those destitute 
Churches—to feed them with the 
‘word of life’—ordain Elders, 
and set in order the things that 
are wanting among them. 

And whereas many who are 
called to take the care of the 
Church of God, are confined at 
home, and their profiting eclipsed, 
for the want of help from the 
churches ia temporal things ; it 
also seemed good unto us, to ex- 
hort our brethren, to receive such 
as go forth for Jesus saxe, and 
help them on their journey after a 
godly sort, that they may be fel- 
low-helpers to the truth by an 
equality, in communicating to their 
wants in temporal things. 

Beloved Brethren,— Considering 
the riches of that grace, which 
bringeth salvation, the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, 
urged the necessity of our walking 
in him as we have received him.— 
It seemed good unto us to write 
these things to the saints scattered 
abroad with the Bishops and Dea- 
cons, and that they stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Curist hath 
made them free, and not be again 
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entangled with the yoke of bon- 
dage, but holding the weap, from 
which all the body by joints and 
bands, having nourishment, minis- 
tered and knit together, increaseth 
with the increase of God. Where- 
fore, if we /ive in the spirit, let us 
also walk in the Spirit, and not in 
the works of the flesh; for to be 
carnally minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace ; 
if we love God, let us fear him, 
and give him glory ; if we love 
Christ, let us keep his command- 
ments; if we love the gespel, let 
us obey it, and stand in defence of 
it ; if we love liberty, let us use it 
not a8 an occasion to the flesh, but 
by love serve one another ;—if we 
love the saints, let us be fellow- 
helpers of each other’s joy ; if we 
love our feillow-mer, let us in 
Christ’s stead, persuade them to 
be reconciled to God ; ard if we 
love to be happy, let us deny our- 
selves of all ungodliness and world- 
ly lusts, and live soberly, righteous- 
ly and godly in this present evil 
world, looking for that blessed 
hope and the glorious appearing 
of the great Gop, and our Sa- 
viourn Jesus Curisrt- 


For the Conference. 
Epmunp Bapcer, Sec’y. 
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RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman 
in London, to his correspondent in 
Philadelphia, dated December 25, 
1819, 

‘“©An account of the annual 
meeting of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety has been lately received, 
which presents a very pleasing 
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view of the progress of this valua- 
ble work in that vast empire, and 
of the general interest which it 
continues to excite amongst all 
classes of society. The number 
of auxiliariy Societies is now 170. 

New Translations have been 
eompleted in the course of the past 
year in ¢welve different languages, 
and others are going on in seven 
additional languages, making the 
total number thirty-three in which 
the Scriptures have been published, 
or are preparing for publication by 
the Russian Bible Society ; and 


she has promoted the circulation 
altogether in forty-six languages, 
77,000 copies have been printed 
the past year. 

When it is considered that this 
Society is only now as it were be- 
ginning her career, we may well 
exclaim, ‘* what has God wrought 
already, and what may we not an. 
ticipate as the glorious result ??—. 
Surely the work is the Lerd’s, and 
the fulfilment of his gracious pro- 
mise is hastening on, when the 
whole earth fhall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord.”’~Remem. 














RELIGIOUS IS TELLIGENCE. 





For the Christian Herald. 


Extract of a letter from John Cole, 
£sq. ta brother Salathiel Cole, in 
Broadalbin, dated Wales, N. T. 
Niagara Co. Jan. 7, 1820.-— 
Communicated to the Editor, by 
Elder Jabez King, of Broadalbin, 
af 
WE have had much preaching 

in this country, since the war, of 

various denominations, but no al- 
teration appeared to be seen until 
of late, other than that the people 
appeared to be more hardened— 
which appears yet to be the case 
with some. But yet, I have some 
good news to communicate ; while 
in our neighborhoed the people 
seemed to be seared over with 

Deism, Universalism, and full of 

their own righteousness—geing to 

law with, and devouring each oth- 
er, a reformation commenced in 

Eden, and Concord, which swept 

the place, scarcely leaving one.—- 

This was on the south and west of 

us. It was succeeded by a powerful 


work in Alexander and Bethany, 
and likewise in Sweden and Ber- 
gen, which was wonderful, taking 
the vilest of the vile. The season 
past a reformation has begun in 
the towns adjacent to us, and has 
been gradually progressing ; of late 
it seems more rapid. In some 
neighborhoods it is almost univer- 
sal, taking in the war-hardened 
blasphemers, who it seemed knew 
no other way to communicate the 
evil treasure of their hearts, than by 
the most bitter oaths they could 
think of ; (and these comprehend- 
ed a large share of the people. )— 
But now many of these champions 
have fallen victims to divine grace, 
and the whole body of them seem 
much concerned. Some of the 
Earls are among the number, and 
their aged grandfather hae request- 
ed to be baptized, and the family 
are generally solemn, and attend 
meetings. Our meetings are large 
and sometimes too large for our 
buildings. Backsliders are returne 
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ing— Profane swearing, the carnal 
song, and the sound of the viol, in 
a great measure ceases—while the 
high praises of our God, is heard 
to resound. Meetings are nume- 
rous and often. The work seems 
yet to prosper ; all denominations 
meet together, and not much dis- 
puting. The preachers of the 
different orders (excepting the 
Quakers) unite their services to- 
gether at the same meeting, and 
some who have been bred Quakers 
are among the converts. I pre. 
sume the real christian will rejoice 
to hear that sinners are repenting 
and turning toGod. It gives me 
joy to see the work going on.”” 
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For the Christian Herald. 
From Elder John L. Peavey, to the 

Editor, dated Milford, N. T. 

Otsego Co. Feb. 7, 1820. 

Dear Brother, 

*¢ 7 acain with delight embrace 
the opportunity of communicating 
to thee for the Herald, for the 
perusal of our friends and brethren 
inthe Last and South, a little of 
the glorious dealings of God in the 
qvest. The precious work which 
I gave some account of in my last, 
in this town, has been marvellous in 
our eyes. The aged with hoary 
locks, with the middle agedand 
blooming youth, have been won- 
derfully brought from darkness 
into God’s marvellous light.— 
About one hundred, it is supposed, 
have become the happy recipients 
of that delivering and sanctifying 
power, and soul-animating love of 
Christ, which is known only by 
those who obey the gospel of Jesus. 
Our meetings have been many and 
very much crouded. The solemn 


M 
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power of God has reigned glori. 
ously in the same. In all these I 
have not seen the least appearance 
of confusion. We observe the 
good old and yet new and kwing 
rule, to “* speak one by one,”’ that 
all may hear, learn and be edified. 
The old saints continue strong’, 
and are as nursing fathers and 
mothers in Israel. ‘The converts 
appear to be steadfast and well 
engaged notwithstanding all that 
is said against this way, considering 
themselves belonging to ‘* shat sect 
which is every where spoken 
against.’° 

About fifty are already united 
together in one body, resolving to 
Own no sectarian name as yoke of 
bondage. Many of the Methodist 
brethren have been and still are 
well engaged in the work, of whom 
it may be said they are “true 
yoke fellows.” In one part of 
the town, a number of the con. 
verts have united with the Method. 
ist brethren—Others have as yet 
united with no nominal body or 
church, perhaps owing in some 
degree to the unfriendly disposition 
of their relatives, &c. I[ have 
baptized nearty forty, since last 
November, and brother Howard a 
number more. This glorious 
work which is still progressing ia 
a good degree in this town, has 
spread into Maryland, where God 
is doing wonders in the awakening 
and converting of sovls—to the 
great grief of Antichrist, and his 
friends. In Hartwick, the work 
is reviving—the saints are well 
engaged ; some have lately been 
brought to the knowledge of 
Christ and others are seeking him 
sorrowing. In New Lisbon, we 
have good seasons, In Oiego, and 
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Lawrens, Brotlier Allen, through 
much infirmity of body, is preach. 
ing and baptizing, and the work is 
spreading. Sister Hedges, is 
successfully preaching Christ to 
the people in Exeter, Burlington, 
Plainfield, &c. Brother Howard, 
is preaching and baptizing in Char- 
jotte, Maryland, &c. In Charlotte, 
Worcester, &c. has been a glorious 
work of God, of late. Brother 
Rexford, is just freed from the 
Cotton Factory, and is running to 
and fro to increase knowledge.— 
Brothers Hathaway and Marshall, 
we have not heard a word from, 
since they left this county ; hun. 
dreds are enquiring for them, but 
we learn nothing. We hope they 
will regard their brethren in this 
region, enough to write them, if 
they do not write for the Herald ; 
that we may know where they are 
and what about. Brother Skaw, 
is in Brutus, Cayuga Co. about 
one hundred miles west of here.— 
Brother Millard, I understand is in 
Bloomfield—Brother Cogswell, in 
Lima, and Brother Badger, in 
Mendon, Ontario Co. about one 
hundred and sixty miles to the 
West. Brother Badger’s wife, I 
lately learn is about going, with 
the consumption, into eternmity.— 
O, how fading are all our enjoy- 
ments and comforts of this world ! 
beauty fades, health depreciates, 
life decays,—we are gone and 
though sought for are not found 
until the gathering, in the great 
and last day! Faithful. patient 
and spiritual laborers, in this region 
ere very few. Doors are opening 


in every quarter, and the Macedo- 
nian cry is heard in every direction 
from those who are hungering for 
a free gospel. 


We hope the Lord 
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will send some flaming Heralds 
from the East, who will bring 
Jesus with them into this western 
world. Ifthe Lord wiil, I expect 
to leave here about the last of 
March, for the East, again. In 
consequence of so much laboring 
‘+ from house to house”? and from 
town to town * by day and right,” 
my health is very poer. Brothers 
Allen and Howard are about thirty 
miles apart and each of them nearly 
the same distance from me. Their 
labor is also great and their health 
poor. I remain thine in the king. 
dom and patience of Jesus. —Fare- 
well. 

P.S. In Sherburne, I learn 
the glorious work of God, is 
spreading among the Presbyterians. 
Many are the sharers in the pre- 
cious revival. O mey the same 
spread, till tne world shall be filled 
with the glory of God.’” 

Ss 


For the Christian Herald. 
From Elder Obadiah E. Morel, to 
the Editor, dated Canterbury, 

February, 18, 1§20. 

Dear Brother, 

I Bevitve pure religion, to b 
the greatest enjoyment, that Flea- 
ven can afford, and the most inter- 
esting theme that mortals can 
dwell upon, for this, asd this only 
can reconcile us ta God, and give 
peace, and real satisfaction to the 
capacious mind ef man. You have 
had a little sketch of the work of 
God here but rot in full, 1 there- 
fore send you these few lines for 
publication, It might not be 
amiss first to state a few things 
concerning the people in this place. 
Perhaps this town has been as fa- 
med for reformatiens, {im yeare 
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past) as any in the state, and as 
noted for divisions. The Lord 
has favored this people with one of 
his best servants. (Elder W. P. 
Young) who has ever been hke a 
true shepherd, that careth for the 
flock. He has had trials of a 
severe nature, even to seeing half 
of his brethren, smothered with 
deception, and driven by a whirl- 
wind of delusion, to turn their 
hands against him; yet his deter- 
mination has ever been, (by the 
help of God) to maintain his 
eonfiderce, firm unto the end.— 
The work of reformation, began in 
this place, among some of the 
brethren, a few days previous to 
the Quarterly Meeting, which was 
holden here, on the 20th of August 
1818, which I attended. About 
this time, God began to move on 
the minds of some of his children 
as he did on Ezekiel, to view the 
valley of dry bones--they saw a 
large number of them, and they 
were exceeding dry.——They began 
to cry, lke Elijah upon Mount 
Carmel, with their heads down, for 
ihe Lord to send a refreshing, 
from his presence, and revive the 
drooping plants of Zion. Having 
‘reed my mind in the Quarterly 
meeting, then thought I never 
should have any thing to do here 
again, but before I left the town, 
I felt an impression to come again, 
and accordicgly left an appoint- 
ment, which I attended on the 
third of September, and have been 
here for the most part of the time 
since. Through the months of 
September and October, there was 
but very little appearance of re- 
formation, among the unconverted, 
But many of the old ‘professors, 
that had lain dormant, as to the 
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life of religion, for several years, 
now began to take words and turn 
tothe Lord. In November the 
work began to spread among those 
who had no religion, in a deep sol- 
emn and powerful manner, and has 
continued till now in some degree ; 
quite a number of the old brethren, 
have come up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty. Between 
twenty and thirty have given a 
satisfactory evidence of their being 
made alive unto God, for the firet 
time. It is said by some, that this 
reformation is the most solemn, and 
free from strange fire, that they 
have seen for years ; geod order is 
observed in all our meetings.— 
Those that have professed, are 
mostly of the middle age, whose 
judgement and reason are good, 
and some of them are the first 
class in the town, with some of the 
lower rank; they have found a God, 
that without respect of persons, 
will have mercy on every’ penitent 
soul. Elder W. P. Young, ie 
well engaged, but his health is so 
impared that he has not been able 
to preach much this winter. We 
have been visrted by some young 
preachers. Brother Hiram Ste. 
veus, from New Chester, N. H 

has done good among us. We 
have very full meetings, many 
come out to hear the word. The 
great engayedness in the church, 
and good attention in the uncon. 
verted, makes the meetings solemn 
and glorious. J wasin Andover, 
N. H. a few weeks since where 
the Lord is doing woncers.-—~ 
About eighty have been converted 
within a few months. This refor. 

mation, 1 think first began under 
the improvement of a young bro- 

ther by the name of Asa Morrison, 
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af Sandborston. Brother Mor- 
raon, Elder Peter Young. and 
Wom. Cass, of Andover, are labor- 
ing there now with success. 

Jhe charches in these regions 
generally stand fast. God 34 doing 
wonders in these nerthern regi ons. 
May he spread his work, and 
finally cather us all in one, to praise 
him iorever and ever.-—-Amea. 

For the Christian Herald. 
from Elder David Harriman, to 
the Laitor, dated Candia, Lfcb. 
26, 1820. 
“1° you please, give the follow- 
ing a place in your Herald. 

inthe month of August, last, I 
was called upon to atiend a meet- 
ing ia Weare, N. H. and preach 
to the people with whom our be- 
loved brother and Elder, Hezekiah 
D. Buzzell, generally labours. I 
accordingly attended and enjoyed 
freedom while preaching to a large, 
attentive assembly of people. Saw 
nothing special and retired to a 
quarterly meeting held in Canter. 
bury, N. H. Since that time, [I 
have had many anxious Cesires to 
see the people in Weare again ; 
at length the Lord opened the 
way for me to see them by causing 
Br. Buzzell to send word to me 
like that of Cornelius to Peter, and 
immediately I consented and went 
onthe [2th dav of this month, and 
made brother Buzzeli’s house my 
home. The next day, being first 
day of the week, we met in a hall 
prepared for that purpose, I en- 


joyed good liberty while preaching 


to a large assembly of solemn, re- 
spectable hearers. Attended meet- 


ae in the evening at the same 
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mace, an d i: nought it daty to tarry 
} 
lo 


ner in that piace ; accordingly 
another meet ing was appointed at 
the same place on Monday after. 
noon, I spoke from John iit, 7— 
had a very solemn time, some wept 
and just before the meeting closed 
four took me by the hand and wie h. 

ed to be prayed for; we kneeled 
down and prayed. Stnce that the 
work has increased very rapidly. — 
J tarried there through the weck 
and met with them again on the 
first day of the week, where I 
witnessed the mast solemn, weep- 
ing assembly I have seen for many 
years ; the afternoon was wholly 
employed in pravers and exhorta- 
tions, while the cries of many were 
like the publican, ** God be mer. 
ciful to me asinner.’? Some have 
been five hours on their knees ery- 
ing for mercy. The next day I 
left the town. J am not able, at 
present, to give you a particular 
account of this work but 1f the 
Lord will, shall write again of this 
matter.’’ 


‘THE WRATH OF MAN SHALL 
PRAISE THER.’’ 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman 
in Homer, N. Y. to his brother in 
Massachusetts, dated Jan. 1820. 

Dear Brother—* The Lord 
reigns, let the earth rejoice.”? We 
have recently witnessed in this town 
such a wonderful display of the 

power and mercy of God, that I 

cannot refrain from gratifying your 

heart, witha brief history of it.—~ 

For a number of months past, the 

mora! condition of this church and 

eociety has worn a very gloomy 
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aspect. very species of iniquity 
has been practised to a greater 
degree, than was ever known in 
thistown. Horse-racing, gaming, 
intemperance, sabbath breaking, 
profaneness and slander, were car- 
ried on, and not only unmolested, 
but countenanced. And while 
these things were practised by 
many of the thoughtless, a great 
proportion of professors of religion 
were either in a state of stupidity, 
or what is worse, involved in dis. 
cord and contention. ‘The oppo- 
sition to our beloved pastor, Mr. 
Walker, and an unfriendly disposi- 
tien towards those who were his 
active friends, had increased to 
such a degree as to become very 
serious ; and what rendered the 
contest peculiarly unhappy was, 
that it wasinthe church. Slander 
had become so frequent, with some 
of our brethren against Mr. Wal. 
ker, that it was thought a duty to 
commence discipline. The first 
and second steps were taken with 
two of the principal offenders, and 
complaint made to the cherch.— 
One was tried’ and found guilty, 
and a confession before the congre- 
gation was required, The trial of 
the other was commenced, and the 
charges mostly proved or acknowl- 
edged, when the meeting was ad- 
journed.. At this stage of the 
business, we found the opposition 
party taking sides with the accused 
and also that there was a difference 
of opinion with regard to the 
publicity of the confessions requir- 
ed. Anaged clergyman who was 
with uz, attempting-to form a Mis- 
stonary Society, became acquainted 
with our situation, and advised to 
refer the two cases of discipline, 
and all grievances relating to Mr. 


M2 
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Walker and the oppesing brethren, 


to anecclesiastical council. These 
proposals were unanimously agreed. 
to by the church, and eight minis- 
ters, to be atended by their dele- 
gates, whose decision was to be 
final and decisive, were chosen 
without the bounds of our Pres- 
bytery. Mr. Walker made cut 
charges against five or six of the 
brethren, for slander, and procured 
his witnesses. ‘They also made out 
charges against Mr. Walker, for 
expressions he had used concerning 
them. The time arrived, and the 
council convened. A crowd of 
people assembled to hear the 
interesting trials. All felt deeply 
interested in the result. The 
anxiety and suspense, which were 
depicted in the countenances of 
the assembly, seemed to render the 
scene a faint emblem of the higher 
end august tribunal, before which 
these very transactions must shortly 
appear. The council chose their 
Moderator and Scribe, and were 
about to proceed, when one rose 
and gave it as his opinion, that they 
had no right to act on the subject, 
without an order or licence from 
our Presbytery. The whole coun- 
cil concurred in the opinion, and 
immediately passed a resolution to 
dissolve. Thus our expectations 
were suddenly blasted, and the 
way to an adjustment of our diffi 
culties completely hedged up.— 
But God’s way) are not as our 
ways. In this eritical moment, he 
displayed his power and grace, and 
to the astonishment of all, opened 
a way for our dehverance. Mr. 
Lansing, of Auburn, rose, and in a 
most solemn address, admanished 
the church, and laid opens before 
them the path of duty. His ad- 
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dress was followed immediately by 
avery moving scene. One of the 
brethren, Mr. D. who was com. 
plained of by Mr. Walker, had 
been to Sherburne, in order to en. 
gage Mr. Truair, Minister of that 
place, as au advocate. In that 
town God was pouring out his 
Spirit, and brether D, returned 
convicted of his errors. At this 
interesting moment, he came for- 
ward and took Mr. Walker by the 
hand, and made a most humble and 
melting confession of his faults. — 
Mr. Walker as frankly forgave 
him, and cordially embraced him as 
a friend and brother. No sooner 
had he done this, than brother D. 
kneeled down in the presence of a 
numerous audience, and apparently 
in the most humble and penetential 
manner, poured out his soul to 
God, in a manner well adapted to 
the occasion. Before he conc!uded, 
two thirds of the audience were 
bathed in tears. He was followed 
by addresses and prayers from some 
of the council, in which those who 
had gone astray were arraigned 
before the tribunal of Jehovah.— 
By this time another was ready te 
confess his faults, and then another, 
and another, to the last of the ac- 
cused, each ove taking Mr. Walker 
by the hand, and receiving his for- 
gtveness ; and he in his turn asking 
their forgiveness wherein he had 
expressed himself improperly to. 
wards them. Pardon was also ask- 
ed of the church, and cheerfully 
granted. Thts opened the door 
for Mr. Walker’s friends, who 
one after another, confessed what. 
ever they had said, i an unchris- 
tian manner, concerning the oppo- 
site party. ‘“Lhus two whole daye, 
except the lime which was occupi- 
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ed in hearing two sermons, were 
spent in mutual confession and 
mutual forgiveness. Before the 
council separated, they took the 
papers which contained the charge. 
es on both sides, held them up to 
the view of the audience, made a 
declaration that they were about 
to make a burnt sacrifice of them, 
and committed chem to the flames. 
On the evening of the second day, 
a conference was held, at which 
several were so deeply impressed 
as to ask for prayers. From that 
time a revival of religion commenc- 
ed. Conferences are frequent and 
solemn. ‘There has been but one 
instance of hopeful conversion.— 
Some professors of religion enjoy 
the light of God’s countenance, 
others are in darkness and great 
anxiety. No owe can behold the 
astonishing change which has taken 
place here within a few days past, 
without exclaiming, “* What hath 
God wrought?’ There are se- 
veral revivals in this vicinity.— Ke- 
corder. 


———- 


WYANDOTT INDIANS, 


Extract of a letter to a minister of 
the gospel of the Methodist Society 
in Maryland, from Mr. D. Ht. 
of Ohio, dated Black Ccuniy, 
Obio, July 8, 1819. 

Much esteemed Father, 
YOU say in your letter, * that 

a bright Gospel day is coming.’ 

Glery be to God, I believe the 

report. I will state what my re- 

joicing eyes have seen at a late 
camp mecting, held on our frontier, 
which commenced the second inst. 
and eaded the Sth. About oae 
hundsed of the Wyandott Indians 
from Sandusky and Solomou’s 
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Town attended, many of whom 
profess to have known the Lord in 
the pardon of their sins several 
months ago ; several more no doubt 
found the precious treasure at this 
meeting. O father » it would 
no doubt have melted and enrap- 
tured your soul, to have seen their 
sable faces bathed in tears of pen- 
itence and gratitude, piety depict- 
ed in their countenances, and love 
and joy sparkling in their eyes.—— 
The intervals between preaching 
hours, were mostly spent in hear- 
ing the eloqoent, pathetic and im. 

pressive discourses of their chiefs ; 

in singing songs of divine love in 
their own tongue, and in solemn 
and devout prayerto God. ‘The 
mention of the name of Jesus, sets 
their souls on fire. Think, O think 
how happy was my soul last Sun. 
day evening, in addressing a large 
congregation, on ** The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof 
we are glad :’? when I could point 
to so large a number of these new- 
born sons of the wilderness and say 
“see what God hath wrought.’’—— 
The instrument of this great work 
among these people is a coloured 
man from Marietta, who has been 
laboring with them three years and 
six months and gained their utmost 
coniidence.— Methodist Magazine. 

— 





REVIVALS, 


THE pleasing intelligence that 
continually reaches us of tie spread 
of the Gospel, is pleasing beyond 
description. Who but the infdel, 


but what must fee) a glow of an- 
imation, when he sees the interests 
of the Redceemer’s kingdom, pro- 
tnoted by ihe rapid: pread of the 





Gospel ; and who but the unbe- 
liever, buc what would cast in his 
mite, to aid in the good cause in 
whatever is manifested to be duty. 
May we not all join and say “* Thy 
kingdom come’’—that the earth 
may be full of thy glory. 

The Revival in Smyrna and 
Sherburne, N. Y. mentioned a few 
weeks since, our correspondent 
observes, saye the Religious Intel- 
ligencer, ** has continued to a most 
unparalelled extent-—but we have 
reason to fear the harvest is almost 
ended. The work has been at- 
tended with the most extraordinary 
spirit of prayer on the part of 
God’s professing children, and the 
promise contained in Matth. xviii. 
19, has been peculiarly verifieéd.— 
The wilderness and the solitary 
place, the closet and the secret 
chamber, have witnessed the ago 
nizing travailof Zion. Any two 
or three, feeling the same ardent 
desire for the same object, have 
spent whole nights in wrestling at 
the throne of grace, and few, if 
any instances have occurred, where 
they have not prevailed. How 
many have been added to the two 
Churches in Sherburne, I do not 
precisely know—but between 150 
and 200 ; and there are daily ad- 
ditions making. Some have gone 
to other denominations—how ma- 
ny I cannot tell. Great things 
are doing ia towns around us for 
the glory of the Great Name of 
Jehovah, and Zion is shaking her- 
self fromthe dust. O give thanks 
to the name ef the Lord. But I 
need not exhort you to this pleas- 
ing employment and duty, for fam 
sure ere you have perused this hasty 
‘croll, your heart has many times 


responded Glory toGod, Amen. 





—— 
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REVIVAL IN PROVIDENCE, 
R. I. 


Providence, R. 1. March 7. 


IN this vicinity, and particular- 
ly in this town, the effusions of 
divine grace have been copious and 
extensive. The ordinance of 
baptism was yesterday administered 
to nearly 40 persons, by Messrs. 
Gano and Toby; and there pro. 
bably has been an accession in the 
different churches in this town, 
within a few weeks, of nearly one 
hundred. ‘The work has extended 
to persons of different ages, though 
principally to the young, and has 
been attended by ‘demonstrations 
of the spirit and power,’ which 
must confound the sceptic, and 
should arrest the attention of the 
careless. — Recorder. 


Another account states that the 
work 1s rapidly progressing there, 
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both among the Baptist and Con. 
gregational Secieties. 


a 


PLAINFIELD, &c. 


WE. understand . a revival of 
Religion has recently commenced 
in Piainfield, Conn. It has already 
extended to the hearts of many, 
and a number are rejoicing in hope, 
In Abington also, it is stated the 
attention of sinners is awakened 
and a number are added to the 
church. 

In Elizabethtown, N. J. we are 
informed a work of grace is com. 
menced, and in Fairfield, N. J, 
about forty have been added to the 
church. 

We learn also from a correspond. 
ent in Shenectady, that God is 
carrying on a glorious work in 
Babiston, Ma'ta, Pittstown and 
Stillwater.— Rel. Int. 





~—— 
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‘ REMARKS. 


WE cannot but feel a peculiar 
pleasure in observing the reciprocal 
spirit of unanimity, which appears 
so visible among our brethren, 
throughout the United States. — 
The interest taken in the State 


Conferences, which are designed ° 


for mutual good, bespeaks a 
t friendly disposition to perpetuate 
\ social intercourse. By what has 
s been received, as yet: a good de- 
| sire bas been manifested to preserve 
, union, and to observe the 

eame rule, and mind the same 


things, taking the Great Flead 


practice, 


of the Church for LEADER and 
COMMANDER, and the Scripture, 
exclusively, fora RULE of faith and 
May the Lord increase 
love and union, and we all strive 
for the things that make fer peace, 
and the things whereby one may 
edify another. 


ao eS 


—— ———- = 


BY availing ourselves of the 2c- 
vantage of a small type, we have 
been enabled to present our readers 
with much of the interesting pro- 
ceedings of the Virginia Christtas 
Conference. ‘The steadfastness of 
tee Christian Brethren, in thas 
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State, notwithstanding the flood 
of opposition, is cause of gladness 
to their distant brethren. May 
they be encouraged in the great 
work they have undertaken, and 
with the rest of their brethren, 
each build over against his own 
house, till the wall shall be built, 
and Jerasalem become a praise ia 
the whole earth. 


Lda 
—— 


ee 


IT is hoped as our brethren 
have such a free access to the pub- 
lic, through the medium of the 
Herald, that they will not fail to 
give the refreshing tidings of the 
outpouring of the spirit of God, 
and tbe spread of the gospel, which 
may take place under their more 
immediate cbservation, that there- 
by the hearts of the saints may be 
refreshed, and the enquiring mind 
be stimulated to greater diligence 
in the pursuit after religion and 
happiness ; for as cool water to a 
thirsty soul, so is good news from 
2 far country. 


ee ee 


IN this number, we have com. 
pleted the ‘* History of the Inqui- 
eition,’? and we doubt not that 
the time is near, for the utter ex- 
tinction of this ‘* mystery of ini- 
guity.”? Let a christian commu- 
nity continue to pray and use their 
exertions for the spread of light 
and truth, believing that in every 
country every vestige of Mystery 
Babylon, must ultimately * fall to 
rise no more.’’ 

= 


FAST. 


THE 6th of April next is ap- 
pointed for a day of fasting, hu- 
miliation and prayer, in this State, 
Massachusetts and Maine, 
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EXTRACT 
From Dr. Lathrop’s Sermons. 


LET me advise a// to treat 
with affection and tenderness those 
who appear attentive to the great 
interests of eternity. There may 
be some who have had stronger 
convictions of sin,a more pungent 
sense of unworthiness, and more 
alarming terrors from divine threat. 
enings than you have felt. Im. 
pute not these to superstition or 
enthusiasm—much less to hypocri- 
sy and dissimulation. The methods 
of grace may be different in differ- 
ent subjects, ‘ The wind bloweth 
where it listeth.’ Never ridicule 
that which has the appearance of 
godliness, er looks like a real 
change of heart from sin to holiness. 
You will thus give others cause to 
fear that you are strangers; yea 
enemies to the power of religion. 
When you hear others speak of 
those powerful exercises which you 
have not experienced, you perhaps 
think that these are not essential 
to conversion—that a calm influ- 
ential love of truth and righteous- 
ness Is all that can be necessary. 
Then look into your hearts— 
review your lives; enquire whether 
you have this calm influential love. 
‘If your hearts condemn you 
God is greater than your hearts, 
and knoweth all things.” 

It is too much the disposition 
of the careless to talk lightly. of 
internal experimental religion, that 
they may better pacify their con- 
sciences in the want of it. It-is 
wise to keep your minds open to 
conviction of the truth. For this 
purpose, think seriously, and speak 
reverently of righteous subjects. 
Never treat them with levity. In 
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this there is impiety of heart as 
well as rudeness of manners. As 
it was in the days of the Apostles, 
soitisnow. There are some, who 
think it strange that their former 
associates in vanity and vice have 
forsaken them, and run not with 
them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of them. But re- 
member, that both apostates and 
their seducers must give an ac- 
count to him who shall judge the 
guick and the dead. 


PAs ee 


PHILOSOPHY AND CHURIS- 
TIANITY. 


[wy DR. NOTT.] 


PHILOSOPHY confines its 
views to this world principally. — 
It endeavors to satisfy man with 
the grovelling joys of earth, till he 
returns to that earth from whence 
he was taken— Christianity takes a 
nobler flight. —Her course is di- 
rected towards immortality.— 
Thither she conducts her votary, 
and never forsakes him till having 
introduced him to the society of 
angels, she fixes his residence 
among the spirits of the just. 

Philosophy can only heave a sigh, 
a longing sigh after immortality — 

eternity to her is an unknown 
waste, in which she soars on con- 
jecture’s trembling wing.—Above 
—beyond— is aa unfathomable 
void ; and doubt, uncertainty or 
despair, are the result of all her 
inquiries— Christianity on the other 
hand having furnished all necessary 
information concerniag life, with 
firm and undaunted steps crosses 
death’s narrow isthmus, and boldly 
Jaunches forth into that dread 
futurity which borders onit. Her 
path is marked with glory. The 
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once dark, dreary region lightens 
as she approaches it.—Faith fol. 
lows where she advances, but 
reaching the summit of the ever. 
lasting hills, an unknown scene, 
in endless varieties of loveliness 
presents itself ; over which the 
ravished eye wanders without a 
cloud to dim or a lhmit to obstruct 
its sight. In the midst of thie 
scene rendered luminous by the 
glory which covers it ; the city, 
the palace, the ‘rone of God appear 
around it; rivers of salvation issue 
from beneath it; angels touch 
their harps of living melody, and 
gaints in sweet response breath to 
the listening heavens their grateful 
songs. ‘lhe breezes of Paradise 
waft thesymphony and the pending 
sky direct it to the earth. 

The redeemed of the Lord 
catch the distant sound and feel a 
sudden rapture—T'is the voice of 
a departed friendship—friendship 
the Joss of which they mourned on 
earth, but which they are now 
assured will be restored in the 
heavens from whence a voice 1s 
heard to say, fear not—death can. 
not injure you, through its chilly 
mansions, grace will conduct you 
up to glory. We wait your ar- 
rival, haste therefore, come away. 


_ APPOINTMENTS. 
THE next Newhampshire Gen- 
eral Meeting and Conference, is 2p- 
pointed to be held at the Hon. 
Hall Burgin’s, in Allenstown, 
N. H. to commence on Wednes- 


day the 23d day of August next, 
public preaching on Wednesday, 
and Thursday-—Conference to 
commence on Friday. 
Ropert Foster, Sec’y, 
of N. H. Conference. 
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APPOINTMENT FOR MEETING AND CONFERENCE IN 
STRAFFORD, VT. 


BELIEVING that a more perfect 
knowledge of the experience, call, 
work and success of those whom the 
Holy Ghost hath made overseers of 
the flock of God, would increase their 
union in the Spirit, strengthen their 
fellowship with each other and pro- 
mote their usefulness in the Church- 
es; We agree in appointing a Meet- 
ing at Strafford Vt. to commence on 
Thursday the 8th day of June next, 
at ten o’clock A. M. if the Lord will; 
to be continued as a Conference three 
days ; after which there will be 
preaching on the first day of the week. 

We invite all to attend, who may 
feel disposed; and particularly re- 
quest eur brethren in the Ministry, to 
unite with us in this Conference, the 


design of which is simply to worship 
God ; while those whom God has 
called to the work of the Ministry, 
may declare the things they have 
seen and heard, and set in order the 
things that are wanting among them, 
as overseers of the flock of God. 

DANIEL QuimBy, 

PATTEN Davis, 

JAMES SPENCER, 

Exvras SHARP, 

C. W. MarTIN, 

Moses Tewkeseury, 

JASPER HAZEN, 

Levi HATHEWAY, 

Rurus Bruce, 

Isaac Hau, 

Amos Bancock, 

IrA MARSHALL, 

EpwaArp B. Ro.urns. 














POETRY. 





For the Christian Herald. 


SPRING. 


WELCOME return’d, thou social 
friend, 

May peace and joy with thee attend ; 

Let thy congenial blessings flow, 

That every heart with love may glow. 


Ye little songsters tune your lays 

In notes to yeur Creator’s praise ; 

Let the creation join to sing, 

And welcome the return of Srrinec. 


Return with thy rich verdure bright, 
Let thy sweet fragrance yield delight ; 
Pour blessings on the rising youth, 
And let the aged feel thy worth. 


Ye gentle zephyrs, waft His praise, 

Who orders seasone, nights and days, 

And show the works of nature’s God, 

Which speaks his power, and grace 
abroad. 





LINES, 
Writien in the Church-yard of Rich- 
mond, Yorkshtre. 
BY HERBERT KNOWLES. 

“Tt ts geod for us to be heres Jf thou 
wilt let us make here three tabernu- 
cles—one for Thee, and one fur /Mo- 
ses and one fer Elias.”—Matthew 
xvii. 4. 

METHINKS it is good to be here, 

If thou wilt let us build: but for 

whom ? 
Nor Elias ner Moses appear, 

But the shadows of eve that compass 

the gloom, 

The abode of the dead and the place 

of the tomb. 


Shall we build to ambition? Gh no! 
Affrighted he shrinketh away : 
For see they would pin him below, 
In a small narrow cave, and begirt 
with cold clay, 
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To the meanest of reptiles a peer and 
a prey. 


To Beauty? Ah no: she forgets 
The charms which she wielded before; 
Nor knows the foul worm tiat he 
freis 
Che skin which but yesterdcy foois 
ceuld adore, 
For the smootiness it held or the tint 
which at WOre. 


Shall we buiid to the purple of 
Pride, 
Che trappings which dizen the proud ? 
Alas, they are ail iaid aside: 
Aud here’s neither dress nor adorn. 
fase iif wibow' cl, 
Hat the lone winding sheet, and ihe 


ritive ve shie sihhUUiil. 


To riches ?—alas ’tis in vain, 
Who hid, in their turns bave been hid: 
‘The treasures are squandered again 
And here in the grave are ail mielais 
torbid, 
Bui the tinsel that shone on the daik 
coffin lid, 


To the pleasure which mirth 
afiord, 

The revel the ianeh and the jeer ! 
th here is a plentitaul board, 
But the guests are all mute as their 

pitiful cheer, 
And none but the worm is a reveller 
here, 


can 


Shall we build. to and 
Love ? 

Ah ne: they have wither’d and died, 

Or fled with the spirit above ; 

Frienas, brothers, and siscvers, are laid 
side by side, 

Yet none have saluted, and none have 

* replied. 


Affection 


Unto Serrow ?—the dead cannot 
grieve, 
Net a sob nor a sigh meets mine ear 
Which compassion itself could re- 
lieve : 
Ali, sweetly they slumber, nor Hope, 
Love, nor tear— 
Peace, peace is the watch-word, the 
only ene bere. 
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Unto Death, to whom monarchs must 
bow ? 

Ah no ! for Lis empire is known, 

And here there are trophies enow, 

Beneach the cold dead, ahd around 
the dark sione, 

Ave the signs of a scepire that none 
mais Gisuwh, 


The first tabernacle to Here we 


' } . 


ve abl Utlliday 


And iook for the sleepers around us 
to Trese, 

The secoud to Fairs, 

Sures if fuihil@ad, . 

Andthe thud to the Lame of the 

great Siucl itice, 


Who bequeath dus them both when 


he sKics. 


Which en. 


sic rose LU L 
a Le 

P —— ” 
OF BREITHLEEH®M. 


“+ME STAR 


Wh nN marshall’d 
‘Lhe 


One star alone, 


on the nightly plain, 
gilt rug hest bestud the sky, 
of all the 


train, 


Can fix tne sinners wand'ring eye. 

‘ } ’ 
Hark, hark, to Godthe chorus breaks, 
From every host, tron every germ, 
But one alone the Saviour speags, 


¥. ae? . y j o 
AL iS idle NUT OF Letniefnent. 


Qnee on the racing seus I rode, 
The storm was loud, the mght was 
dark, 
The ocean yawn'd, and rudely blow’d 
The wind that toss,d my found’rig 


bark. 


Deep horror then mv vitals froze, 
Death-struck, 1 ceas’d the tide to 
stein, 
When suddenly a star arose, 
It was the Star uf Berhiehem. 


It was my light, mv guide, my all, 
it bade my dark forebodings cease, 
And through the storm and dangers 
thrath, 
It led me to the port of peace. 


Now safely moor’d, my pers o'er 
PU sing first in esght’s diadem 
Forever and tor ever more, 
it is the Siar sf beithielem. 





